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| Abstract |

PURPOSE: This study examined the level of awareness of
the guidelines of the physical therapist specialization system.
METHODS: This study was a cross-sectional survey of 364
clinical physical therapists working in hospitals. A structured
questionnaire consisting of 17 questions was used. The
questionnaire consisted of standards and management for the
institutionalization of physical therapist specialization,
intentions to acquire specialized physical therapist qualifications,
specialized fields, and general information of the research
subjects.

RESULTS: At least five years of clinical experience and a
bachelor’s degree or higher were required to obtain a
specialized physical therapist qualification. Many physical

therapists said they would accept the qualification of a
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specialized physical therapist. Training and examination
were appropriate for acquiring specialized physical therapist
qualifications, and it was desirable to manage qualifications
at the national level or the association of physical therapists. As
for the specialized fields of physical therapy, musculoskeletal
physical therapy, pediatric physical therapy, and nervous
system physical therapy were prioritized, and electrotherapy
was not recognized as a specialized field.

CONCLUSION: A detailed discussion is needed on the
system and cost for acquiring a specialized physical therapist
qualification and economic benefits after acquiring the

qualification.

Key words: Association of physical therapist, Guidelines,
Specialized physical therapy
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Subjects n(%)

Gender Male 171(47.0)

Female 193(53.0)

20-29 102(28.0)

30-39 118(32.4)

Age

40-49 97(26.6)

> 50 47(12.9)

Un married 155(42.6)

Marriage Married 208(57.1)

Other 1(.3)

College 173(47.5)

Education Bachelor 140(38.5)

Graduate school 51(14.0)

Total 364(100)
= A=A 57] 98 Badt vlgof digt A= & WA Bl AR rE 3T o] Sl
A, AEEAB3A Aeg 1 HES A - A9 AEof tigh F22 v &o] 1557(42.6%), 7]&°] 208
o4, dEaAart 4435 9 HeE g9 8(57.1%), o] &/EA/APE O] 17(3%)°] Tt 3He2
ARt 7] tigt A AZEe A mAke AR Eof AEHE 1737(47.5%), SHAL, 14075(38.5%), A AL 397

of thste] erobmgiet.

qefstonl $ATA FABE p< 05 2

= °4?L—4 A= 4E BxE B 3 1719
(47.0%) oA 19318(53.0%) .2 o]AJo] B]&o] tha =
ohth. olEe 20T 1027(28.0%), 30T 118%(32.4%),
40t 978(26.6%), S0TH o] Ak 47(12.9%)2 30t~} 7}

(10.7%), HFAF 127(3.3%) 2 A2 &0l 7 Bttt
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Table 2. Academic Background Standards

Academic background No response College Bachelor Master Doctor Total
n (%) 3(.8) 145(39.8) 131(36.0) 78(21.4) 7(1.9) 364(100)
Table 3. Clinical Experience Standards
Clinical experience (year) 3 4 5 6 Other Total
n (%) 65(17.9) 41(11.3) 174(47.8) 47(12.9) 37(10.0) 364(100)
Table 4. Process of Certification Achievement
Process No response Practical test Written test Training PT+WT Training+test Total
n (%) 4(1.1) 14(3.8) 17(4.7) 61(16.8) 125(34.3) 144(39.6) 364(100)
PT: Practical test, WT: Written test
Table 5. Process of Certification Achievement n(%)
Willing Have Have no idea No have Total
5(1.4) 216(59.3) 117(32.1) 26(7.1) 364(100)

Table 6. Willingness to Pay the Expenses Necessary for Qualification

Pay (ten thousand won) No response 10~30

30~50 50~100

100~150 < 150 Total

n(%) 2(.5) 55(15.1)

77(21.2)

99(27.2) 82(22.5) 49(13.5)  364(100)
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714 Wk 1509 o] Aol 4978(13.5%) 0.2 7H A
QI THTable 6). whatx], wko %a]x]i/\}—o] AA|A o]
o] HFA ojEo} TEglo] MR o)X BA} RHE HEL
st gllew, 1 34y %OJ 29 = Y R

=2 T du
ahelt Zo

‘

5. E—?—%EIXIEM XA e H EEQ MeHH
= EEABAR A FHE Y %Zl% Helshke 71

=y 7‘*—‘%%31?134 e $13E MES NIy A
of Waye] o3t oA dotrgl

AEBRIAEA A2 BeS 95k 7L ol 2ol
AR o thek oAM= El A=A F|7) 1587
(43.4%)2 717 Weokar =7} 7]3o| A Tejshs Flo
Frhe 27do] 123%(33.8%) L, Hitoll A #elst=
Aol gt o] 133.6%)= 7H et
(Table 7). A == A BARE S1RE “HES Al - A0l
I Q5P o 70] 238 (654%) 2 7H Wkl B e
Tk 7H6(1L6%) = 71 A olom RjAmAre] &
ol ARt ez 28 Aol sk Ak 2.5%
ojglon F Ry 9l = 30.5%2 LT
(Table 8).

41

>H

he

o
r



72 | J Korean Soc Phys Med Vol. 16, No. 4

Table 7. Qualification Management Agency

Physical Therapist

Professional

Agency  No response . Academy University Country . Total
association nstitution

n(%) 3(.8) 158(43.4) 22(6.0) 13(3.6) 123(33.8) 45(12.4) 364(100)

Table 8. Necessity of Legislation for Process of Certification n(%)
Need Not required Act as a limit Have no idea Total
238(65.4) 6(1.6) 111(30.5) 364(100)

Table 9. Specialized Physical Therapist Fields n(%)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Total

260 256 255 195 173 151 140 135 110 38 38 1,751

(1485)  (1462) (1456) (11.14)  (9.88)  (8.62)

(8.00)  (771)  (628) (2.17)  (2.17)  (100)

1. Musculoskeletal PT, 2. Pediatric PT, 3. Neurological PT, 4. Cardio-pulmonary PT, 5. Sports PT, 6. Cancer PT, 7. Geriatric
PT, 8. Hydro PT, 9. Women PT, 10. Electrical PT, 11. Animal PT.
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